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Towards Partnerships 


Representatives of the 
“river dwellers and stew- 
ards” of the Don Water- 
shed met 28 November 
1990 to exchange informa- 
tion about regeneration ini- 
tiatives in the Don 
Watershed and to explore 
opportunities for working 
co-operatively towards the 
regeneration of the Don. 
The meeting, held at the 
offices of the Royal Com- 
mission on the Future of 
the Toronto Waterfront, 
was stimulated by Recom- 
mendation 71 in Watershed, 
which stated that “all lev- 
els of government and 
agencies with responsibili- 
ties for lands abutting the 
Don River should co-oper- 
ate to develop a compre- 
hensive clean-up plan for 
the Don River, and they 
should implement such a 
plan with an appropriate 
sense of urgency”. 
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TORONTO 


Gardiner Expresswa' 


Lake Ontario 


Don River Tnieneried 


Representatives from a 
variety of government 
agencies and consultants 
studying the river made 
presentations. Mark Wil- 
son, co-chair of the Task 
Force to Bring Back the 
Don, outlined his group’s 
initiatives and goals. The 
Task Force’s mandate, 
through a community- 
driven effort, is to restore 
the Don River and its val- 


ley lands by the year 2001. 


RICHMONI 


ria 


in River 
Washed 


Michael Hough, of Hough | 
Stansbury Woodland Lim- | 
ited, discussed biology, | 
land use and activities, 
and ownership and juris- 
dictions of the Lower 
Don. Hydrologist Robert 
Newbury described the 
behaviour patterns of the 
Don River. Marilyn Chur- 
ley, MPP, representing | 
Ruth Grier, Minister of the 
Environment, spoke about | 
(continued on page 13) 


Provincial Response to Watershed 


In a statement to the Legislature 
of Ontario, 17 December 1990, 
The Honourable Ruth Grier, 
Minister of the Environment 
and Minister Responsible for 
the Greater Toronto Area 
(GTA), provided a further re- 
sponse to Watershed, the second 
interim report of the Royal 
Commission on the Future of 
the Toronto Waterfront. 


6& 
Mr. Speaker: 


I want to share with members 
of this House the Government's 
response to the recommenda- 
tions of the Crombie Royal 
Commission on the Future of 
the Toronto Waterfront. 


It’s been two months since 
David Crombie tabled his 
second interim report entitled 
Watershed. The principles of 

the Watershed report and 

Mr. Crombie’s recommenda- 
tions are fresh and invigorating. 
They have received broad sup- 
port from municipalities, envi- 
ronmental groups, the media, 
the general public and from this 
Government. I want to com- 
mend the previous government, 
and Mr. John Sweeney in partic- 
ular, for giving the Commission 
a broad mandate and for its 
support of the Commission’s 
activities. 


The Commission’s findings 
have already prompted 
widespread debate, discussion 
and commitment to regenerat- 
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ing the waterfront. We re- 
sponded immediately, sup- 
porting the report with 
enthusiasm. And we en- 
dorsed fully the principles 
put forward for the future 
direction of the waterfront 
area: a waterfront that is 
clean, green and attractive; 
a waterfront that is usable, 
diverse and open; and a 
waterfront that is connect- 
ed, affordable and accessi- 
ble. These are values that 
we, as a government, share. 


We intend to use these nine 
principles as a guide, not 
only for the waterfront, but 
to move beyond the water- 
front —to the GTA urban 
structure process. My col- 
league the Minister of Natu- 
ral Resources and I will 
apply these values to the 
closely related Greenlands 


We will establish a 
continuous Waterfront 
Trail which will become 
the Green-Way that ties 
the GTA together from 


Burlington to Newcastle. 


Strategy released earlier this 
summer by the previous gov- 
ernment. We will provide a 


framework to ensure that green- 


lands and watersheds become 
an integral part of future plans 
for the Greater Toronto Area. 
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The Honourable Ruth Grier, Minister of 
the Environment and Minister 
Responsible for the Greater Toronto Area 


Our clear acceptance of Mr. 
Crombie’s principles should be 
viewed by municipalities and 
the community as a ringing en- 
dorsement of the ecosystem ap- 
proach to planning as well as to 
the underlying value of the 
Commission report. 


The call for immediate action 
has been unanimous. And to- 
day, I would like to outline how 
we intend to implement key 
recommendations of the 
Watershed report. 

(continued on page 3) 
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(Response continued from page 2) 
Firstly, we will establish a con- 
tinuous Waterfront Trail which 
will become the Green-Way that 
ties the GTA together from 
Burlington to Newcastle. It will 
link to the Bruce and Ganaraska 
Trail systems at either end. We 
see the waterfront trail as the 
highest land use for all public 
lands along the water's edge. 
The trail will be much more 
than a four-foot strip of asphalt. 
This trail will connect the 
waterfront with river valleys 
and source areas and link up ar- 
eas of natural and historic im- 
portance along Lake Ontario. 


It will be a place for people, for 
families and children to enjoy 

the out of doors and the natural 
environment on foot or bicycle. 


We accept the idea of 
Waterfront Partnership 
Agreements as a valid 
implementation vehicle 
for waterfront plans. 


Secondly, we accept the idea of 
Waterfront Partnership Agree- 
ments as a valid implementa- 
tion-vehicle for waterfront 
plans. We will negotiate agree- 
ments between local, regional 
and federal governments, along 
with conservation authorities, 
to prepare responsible develop- 
ment plans and implementation 
mechanisms for the waterfront 
consistent with the Crombie 
principles. 


Thirdly, we will establish by 
legislation a Waterfront Regen- 
eration Trust. It will be the re- 
sponsibility of the Trust to 
accept lands surplus to Toronto 
port needs as well as adjacent 
Provincial lands and to co-ordi- 
nate regeneration activities. 


Finally, we will move to halt the 
unnecessary privatization of the 
public shoreline and Crown re- 
sources such as waterlots. My 
colleague the Minister of Natu- 
ral Resources will address this 
matter in the near future. A sig- 
nificant portion of the Crombie 
report concentrates on the Eto- 
bicoke Waterfront. As the local 
MPP, the Minister responsible 
for the GTA and the Minister of 
the Environment, I am pleased 
that Etobicoke, Metro and the 
Province will be working co-op- 
eratively to ensure that there is 
a comprehensive planning 
framework for new develop- 
ment in South Etobicoke, culmi- 
nating in modification to the 
Etobicoke Official Plan, plus 


other implementation measures. 


The three levels of government 
have agreed ona program 
which includes extensive com- 
munity consultation. 


In the final year of the Royal 
Commission's work, Mr. Speak- 
er, we will ask Mr. Crombie to 
address: 


¢ the feasibility of relocating 
the Gardiner Expressway in 
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consultation with Metropoli- 
tan Toronto, and the Ministry 
of Transportation; 


the pooling of lands and the 
integration of future plans for 
the Canadian National Exhi- 
bition, Ontario Place, Fort 
York and HMCS York in con- 
sultation with the Ministry of 
Tourism and Recreation and 
the other authorities in- 
volved; and, 


policies, practices, technology, 
and methods available to re- 
generate shoreline areas. 


We will establish by 
legislation a Waterfront 
Regeneration Trust. 


These measures are an impor- 
tant starting point for ensuring 
that the waterfront and the nat- 
ural environment in the GTA is 
preserved and enhanced for 
future generations. We will 
continue to support the work 
of the Commission and we 
look forward to Mr. Crombie’s 
final report. 


Thank you. 
zy) 


Ontario 
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Excerpts from a speech by 
Reginald K. Lewis, Chairman and 
CEO of the Toronto Economic De- 
velopment Corporation (TEDCO), 
to the Downtown Business Coun- 
cil, 21 November 1990. 


Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, 
thank you for asking me to join 
you for lunch today, and for this 
opportunity to tell you something 
about TEDCO, which in the way 
of the modern world is the 
acronym we apply to the City of 
Toronto Economic Development 
Corporation. What is TEDCO? 
What are we doing? What do we 
hope to achieve? And, for the real- 
ly inquisitive, what is the connec- 
tion with the Parking Authority of 
Toronto (PAT)? 


As business people, and particu- 
larly downtown business people, 
you will understand the city’s 
concern in the early ‘80s about the 
changing economic base; specifi- 
cally, the recession caused many 
manufacturers to lay off employ- 
ees or close up their plants. More 
recently, manufacturers have fled 
the city to take advantage of the 
rise in Toronto land prices. Conse- 
quently, the city’s economy be- 
came increasingly dependent 
upon the service sector. 


Special legislation was sought and 
received in the form of the City of 
Toronto Act 1985, for the city to 
create an entrepreneurial entity to 
facilitate business growth and cre- 
ate jobs; as a result, TEDCO came 
into being as a corporate body in 
March of 1986, with a twofold 
mandate: 


¢ to support the expansion, reten- 
tion and attraction of business 
which will create and retain 
jobs in the city; and 


* to advise and assist in develop- 
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ing and implementing the city’s 

economic development strate- 

BY: 
And now for the Parking Author- 
ity connection. To give the 
fledgling TEDCO a kick-start, it 
was decided to take advantage of 
the Parking Authority’s unique 
position as a city agency operat- 
ing a successful business. The 
Parking Authority became TED- 
CO’s incubator. As a conse- 
quence, TEDCO was able to 
utilize the Authority staff's busi- 
ness experience, knowledge and 
expertise, particularly in the 
Toronto real estate market, joint 
venturing and in dealing with the 
city administration. This incuba- 
tor concept extended to the mem- 
bers of the Authority’s board, 
which formed the nucleus of the 
TEDCO board of directors. We 
now have a nine-member board 
with representation from the pri- 
vate business sector, labour and 
City Council, as well as the three 
Parking Authority board mem- 
bers and myself as CEO. 


TEDCO is an independent corpo- 
rate body with an entrepreneurial 
board but still very much ac- 
countable to the city, which ap- 
points its board, must approve its 
capital and operating budgets 
and audit its books. So what have 
we been doing to meet our man- 
date to attract business, create 
jobs, and support the city’s eco- 
nomic development strategy? 


In a nutshell, we are currently de- 
veloping three major projects and 
we are operating two business de- 
velopment incubators. The three 
projects total close to a million 
square feet of leasable space and 
are projected to create in the order 
of 2100 jobs. 
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Jobs On 


One of the projects, the Portland 
Fashion Centre, is a joint venture 
with the Parking Authority and a 
private developer. The site is the 
existing surface municipal 
carpark at Portland and Front 
streets, near Bathurst and, as the 
name implies, it is aimed toward 
the fashion industry. Simply put, 
the land is leased from PAT to the 
developer through TEDCO. The 
developer raises the capital, and 
develops and leases the project 
with significant involvement from 
TEDCO. An underground park- 
ing garage is to be constructed, al- 
lowing the Authority to expand 
its parking service in the area. The 
venture will not only create jobs 
but return a respectable net profit 
to the city. 


Likewise the Richmond-Sher- 
bourne Industrial Project, again 
on the site of an existing munici- 
pal carpark, is another joint ven- 
ture with the Parking Authority 
and a private developer, this time 
directed toward the design indus- 
try. Again, the proceeds from the 
long-term lease of the develop- 
ment rights will fund the below- 
grade parking garage and earna 
positive net present value for the 
city. 


In both the Portland Fashion Cen- 
tre and the Richmond-Sherbourne 
Industrial Projects, municipally 
owned land is freed up for devel- 
opment to produce badly needed 
industrial jobs, the balancing of 
the Toronto economy and, in this 
case as well, enhanced strategical- 
ly placed municipal parking on 
the periphery of downtown. 


The third project is in the King- 
Dufferin area, where TEDCO is 
acquiring a one-acre site contain- 
ing an existing building which is 
(continued on page 5) 
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the Waterfront 


(Jobs continued from page 4) 


to be renovated to suit the visual 
arts industry, providing studios, 
storage and display space for 
about 50 artists. The second phase 
of this project will be to construct 
a new 120,000 square foot build- 
ing, which will be aimed primari- 
ly at the communications 
industry. So, too, TEDCO will pro- 
vide archival facilities in an addi- 
tional 50 - 60,000 square feet for 
the City of Toronto at fair market 
rent. 


Taken together, these three pro- 
jects illustrate the direction in 
which TEDCO is going. Construc- 
tion of all three projects is 
planned to start within the year. 
In addition to its development ac- 
tivities, TEDCO oversees two 
small business incubators, the 
Toronto Centre for the Promotion 
of Fashion Design and the Toron- 
to New Business Development 
Centre. These provide a support- 
ive environment for small-busi- 
ness advice for up to three years 
for new business ventures. 


Both of these incubator projects 
have out-reach programs provid- 
ing seminars, newsletters and oth- 
er services to the small business 
community. 


We stand now on the threshold of 
our most challenging project so 
far. None of you in this room will 
be unaware of the Royal Commis- 
sion on the Future of the Toronto 
Waterfront, or the Crombie Com- 
mission as it is popularly called. 
You will also be aware that the 
Commission has recently released 
its report titled Watershed, which 
is a detailed examination of the 
Lake Ontario waterfront from 
Burlington to Newcastle, together 
with a number of progressive rec- 
ommendations. 


Among those recommendations 
are ones that would see a new en- 
vironmentally sensitive industrial 
park created in the part of the wa- 
terfront known as the Port Indus- 
trial Area, and ones that would 
create a Centre for Green Enter- 
prise and Industry, and further, 
that the Toronto Economic Devel- 
opment Corporation is the appro- 
priate agency to develop these 
ideas into reality. The lands to be 
included in the green industrial 
park are estimated to total 250 
acres. 


Last week, City Council endorsed 
the Watershed report and, as a re- 
sult, TEDCO was launched on its 
most current venture, to plan and 
implement its vision for the rede- 
velopment of these lands. 


Research has already begun into 
this substantive undertaking, not 
the least of which will be the task 
of assessing and cleaning up these 
lands, the site for many long years 
of so-called dirty industries. In 
addition, much of the fill used to 
create these lands requires reme- 
diation. In this connection, we 
will be working with people from 
the city’s Environmental Protec- 
tion Office, Planning and Devel- 
opment Department and 
Department of Public Works, and 
additionally the province’s Min- 
istry of the Environment and the 
Royal Commission itself. The 
Toronto Regeneration Land Trust, 
a provincial agency which will be 
involved in much of the land next 
to TEDCO’s, is mandated to play 
the lead role in the clean-up. 
While the clean-up task is a 
formidable one, it is manageable. 


Where it is at all feasible, we will 
be using on-location methods as 
opposed to removing toxic mate- 
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rials to landfill sites. We expect to 
phase the project to embrace a 
combination of available chemi- 
cal, biological and physical pro- 
cesses, containment and capping. 
We are looking at this task as a 
possible joint venture between the 
private and the public sectors. 


Planning for the development of 
the industrial park will proceed 
concurrently with the clean-up. 
We visualize a zoning arrange- 
ment focusing on different seg- 
ments of environmentally sound 
industries: one zone accommodat- 
ing recycling and waste manage- 
ment operations; another zone 
could attract green enterprises 
producing ecologically sound 
products and those promoting re- 
search and development; while 
yet another zone (capitalizing on 
the existing Telesat Canada facili- 
ty and their planned expansion), 
could be for telecommunications, 
film, and related industries. 


The Centre for Green Enterprise 
and Industry, recommended in 
the Watershed report, is to be locat- 
ed in or near the industrial park 
as well. Present thinking is that 
this facility would be a centre for 
research and development, and 
additionally in a co-located insti- 
tute, for skills training fitting peo- 
ple for employment in the area. 
We are already in touch with local 
educational institutions with envi- 
ronmental programmes in this 
connection. In considering the im- 
porting and exporting of “green 
technology”, the Watershed report 
suggested that we collaborate 
with the World Trade Centre, tak- 
ing advantage of its expertise in 
promoting international trade. 


(continued on page 6) 
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(Jobs continued from page 5) 
TEDCO is happy with this con- 
cept, one that will facilitate ex- 
porters and importers getting 
together, networking of business 
in general, and potentially an 
economic intelligence gathering 
agency of international dimen- 
sion to serve business and the lo- 
cal marketplace. 


Again, we see this as a joint inter- 
est between government, the 
Board of Trade, industry, labour 
and academia in order to foster 
and promote, not only business in 
general, but emphasising green 
thinking for green enterprise. 
This, and related activities, could 
have an impact well beyond this 
city. 


Functionally and visually, this 
will be an industrial area unlike 
the common concept of what an 
industrial area looks like. Integra- 
tion with the surrounding park 
area is essential, so we are looking 
at mainly low-rise structures, 
street improvements, attractive 
landscaping, access by public 
transit, and public accessibility to 
the water’s edge to give continu- 
ity to the Watershed report's vision 
of our waterfront as a unique 
recreational resource. 


While engineering all this, 
TEDCO’s emphasis will continue 
to be on the creation of long-term, 
secure jobs reflecting a balanced 
economy. Realistically, we will be 
looking at upwards of 20,000 new 
jobs being created on these port 
lands. The municipality itself 
stands to benefit from the im- 
provement in the realty tax base 
flowing from these lands when 
fully developed, to the extent of 
$20 million annually at today’s 
rate. 
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All of this may lead you to think 
that TEDCO has a daunting task 
ahead of it. You would be right. 
We do see it that way, but as I 
have suggested to you, we will 
not be operating in a 
vacuum—far from it. 


I have used the term joint venture 
several times in this presentation, 
and that is the spirit in which we 
will approach our work in the 
Port Industrial Area. We will in- 
volve, and work with, all the in- 
terested sectors—with 
government, with the public, with 
labour, with business and with 
educational institutions, in order 
to capitalize on the development 
potential of these lands. We al- 
ready have, as you can well 
imagine, established ties with 
them, and it will be our aim to 
strengthen those ties. We will be 
modifying our board to ensure 
that we are sensitive to the envi- 
ronment, labour, business and 
government. We will seek out and 
help the appropriate businesses to 
establish themselves. 


Ultimately, I see us helping a 
client with a business idea to get 
going, by coming into our new 
business incubator. Upon gradu- 
ating from the incubator, they 
could move on to one of the busi- 
ness development centres I have 
mentioned. Then, as they grow 
further, moving into the industri- 
al park is a possibility. At this 
stage TEDCO could possibly be 
an equity partner. The company 
could then tap into the resources 
of the Institute of Green Enter- 
prise located in the sylvan setting 
of a rejuvenated and recreational 
waterfront. 


The concept of TEDCO was the 
inspiration of the Mayor of 
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Toronto in the early ‘80s. It was a 
time of our last recession and 
times were difficult—to the un- 
employed they were desperate. 


Management consultants exam- 
ined, endorsed and reported on 
the concept of TEDCO. The 
provincial legislature processed 
the enabling legislation. But by 
that point we were firmly ina 
changed circumstance. We were 
into the longest ever boom. Un- 
employment was at a remarkable 
low level—for Toronto, the low- 
est in Canada. 


It was difficult to launch an eco- 
nomic job creating corporation at 
such a time, but the need was 
there; despite the boom, our eco- 
nomic base was narrowing, many — 
industrial manufacturing jobs 
were disappearing. In a sense we 
were becoming a company town, 
as exemplified by the growth of 
those lower paying ones of the 
service sector. Were we develop- 
ing an economic base that could 
be unduly vulnerable to econom- 
ic change? 


TEDCO, by the few projects I 
have previously described, posi- 
tioned itself for expansion; as we 
entered the present recession, we 
were accompanied by the timely, 
imaginative, intuitive and pro- 
found recommendations of the 
Crombie Commission. 


These have given TEDCO the 
motivation to meet the challenges 
of the Watershed report; TEDCO 
welcomes the task and will do its 
bit to create jobs, and the right job 
activities and, in doing so, do its 
share to help bring about— not 
only a strong Toronto eeonomy— 
but a marvellous waterfront that 
is our heritage. 
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Strong Municipal Support for Watershed 


Commissioner David Crombie 
has welcomed the strong mu- 
nicipal endorsements for the 
Watershed recommendations: 
“We cannot overestimate the 
importance of the strong munic- 
ipal support for our work. We 
commend their thorough analy- 
sis and willingness to commit to 
working in partnership with 
other levels of government.” 


Soon after the release of Water- 
shed, the Region of Halton en- 
dorsed a strong resolution 
requesting that the provincial 
government pursue implemen- 
tation of the Commission’s rec- 
ommendations and commence 
discussions and negotiations for 
a Waterfront Partnership Agree- 
ment with the Regional Munici- 
pality of Halton as soon as 
possible. 


In October 1990, the Town of 
Oakville Council endorsed Wa- 
tershed and commended the 
Royal Commission for “its com- 
prehensive response to concerns 
for preserving and restoring the 
Toronto area waterfront and as- 
sociated watershed”. 


In November 1990, the Council 
of the Municipality of 
Metropolitan Toronto endorsed 
Watershed recommendations 
(with some exceptions) and di- 
rected staff to assist the Royal 
Commission and other levels of 
government, as appropriate, in 
implementing the report’s rec- 
ommendations. 


In October 1990, the City of 
Scarborough voiced support for 
Watershed, especially the “need 
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for provincial leadership in 
dealing with Lake Ontario’s 
shoreline environment.” The 
ecosystem approach is to be ap- 
plied relative to all planning in 
Scarborough. 


In October 1990, the City of Eto- 
bicoke provided qualified sup- 
port for the Report while 
maintaining its opposition to a 
possible moratorium on devel- 
opment proposals. 


On 13 November 1990, the City 
of Toronto Council voted over- 
whelmingly to approve Water- 
shed. The various motions 
approved gave authorization to 
City officials to proceed with 
the implementation of Water- 
shed by assisting and co-operat- 
ing with the appropriate 
authorities and other levels of 
government. City Council’s 
three representatives on the 
five-member Toronto Harbour | 
Commissioners (THC) were 
asked to proceed with imple- 
menting recommendations 
which will result in the THC op- 
erating the Port of Toronto from 
a smaller land base. The City 
would obtain significant lands 
for waterfront parks, as well as 
for a Waterfront Industrial Park 
and a Centre for Green Enter- 
prise and Industry. 


The Council debate emphasized 
the need for all levels of govern- 
ment to co-operate on the wa- 
terfront and not to retreat to 
their traditional areas of juris- 
diction. The ecosystem ap- 
proach espoused in Watershed 
was met with enthusiasm by 
City staff and Councillors. 
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On 4 December 1990, the Town 
of Pickering endorsed 
Watershed, concurring specifical- 
ly with the adoption of an 
ecosystem approach and princi- 
ples in planning and managing 
growth, the concept of partner- 
ship agreements and the con- 
cept of a Waterfront Trail. 


The City of Burlington and the 
City of Mississauga have ex- 
pressed full support for Water- 
shed. Watershed is being 
considered by staff at the Town 
of Ajax, the City of Oshawa and 
the Town of Newcastle. 


With the provincial response by 
the Honourable Ruth Grier on 
17 December 1990, Watershed 
now enjoys the support of virtu- 
ally all levels of government 
and their agencies throughout 
the Greater Toronto Region. 
This kind of support is especial- 
ly important because the appli- 
cation of an ecosystem approach 
requires the co-operation of all 
governments. It has now be- 
come increasingly clear that the 
fragmentation of jurisdiction 
that has bedeviled past efforts 
to protect and restore the envi- 
ronment and to promote eco- 
nomic development in the 
region cannot be allowed to 
continue. The strong multi-gov- 
ernmental support for Water- 
shed suggests that there is a 
growing new acceptance that 
the only solution to the current 
jurisdictional gridlock is for the 
various levels of government 
and their agencies to work to- 
gether in partnership. 


- Ron Doering 
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Progress on the Waterfront Trail 


At the 1990 public hearings on 
A Green Strategy for the Greater 
Toronto Waterfront: Public Access 
To and Along the Waterfront and 
its River Valleys, most deputants 
agreed that a continuous water- 
front trail was not only feasible, 
but highly desirable. In Water- 
shed, the Royal Commission on 


Rails to Trails 


Imagine a national trail system 
like the rail system that first 
united Canada! 


On 29 - 30 November 1990, the 
Ontario Trails Council and the 
Heritage Resources Centre at 
University of Waterloo co-host- 
ed a professional development 
workshop, Protecting and Man- 
aging Abandoned Railway Rights- 
of-Way for Conservation and 
Recreation. Speakers from trail 
organizations in Ontario, Prince 
Edward Island, and Michigan 
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the Future of the Toronto Water- 
front recommended the creation 
of a Waterfront Trail. The trail, a 
continuous pedestrian and bicy- 
cle trail from Burlington to 
Newcastle, should link to the 
Bruce Trail and the Ganaraska 
Trail. Along its course, the Wa- 
terfront Trail should also be 


related their experiences in con- 
verting railroad beds to recre- 
ational and natural trails. 


Special guest speaker Peter 
Harnik, Director of Programs 
for Rails to Trails Conservancy 
USA, described the success of 
the Rails to Trails movement in 
the United States and comment- 
ed on the potential for trail de- 
velopment in Ontario and 
Canada. 


According to Harnik, trails at- 
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linked with trail systems ex- 
tending up the associated river 
valleys to and along the Oak 
Ridges Moraine. 


The Ontario government has 
embraced the Commission’s 
recommendations for a Water- 
front Trail. On 17 December 
1990, as part of the provincial 
government's positive response 
to Watershed, Ruth Grier, Minis- 
ter of the Environment with re- 
sponsibility for the Greater 
Toronto Area, announced that 
the Province “will establish a 
continuous waterfront trail 
which will become the Green- 
Way that ties the GTA together 
from Burlington to Newcastle. 
...We see the waterfront trail as 
the highest land use for all 
public lands along the waters 
edge”. (The full text of Ms. Gri- 
er’s speech is on pages 2 and 3 
of this Newsletter.) 

(continued on page 19) 


tract urban, suburban and rural 
users. Urban populations gen- 
erally support trail building be- 
cause of their need for open 
space and recreational land, 
while farm communities often 
oppose trail expansion through 
rural areas. Despite initial 
opposition, however, rural com- 
munities soon appreciate the 
recreational and commercial 
opportunities which trails 
provide. 

(continued on page 11) 
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Rouge Valley Conservation Centre Going Ahead 


“Creation of the Rouge Valley 
Conservation Centre is a big 
step closer following approval 
of plans by the Metro Zoo’s 
Board of Management”, accord- 
ing to Jim Hodgins, Chairman 


of the Rouge Valley Foundation. 


The Rouge Valley Foundation 
(RVF), in partnership with Save 
the Rouge Valley System 
(SRVS), believes that the Centre 
will serve as a beacon for con- 
servation education, increased 
awareness and focused action 
on our environment. “The Con- 
servation Centre will be that 
much more exciting because it 
will be located in the historic 
Pearse House next door to the 
Rouge Valley, and in close prox- 
imity to the Metro Zoo” says 
Hodgins. “This will create long 
term opportunities for exposure 
and participation by the com- 
munity.” 


Plans call for the Pearse House 
to be relocated and renovated 
by the summer of 1992 at a cost 
of about $435,000. Relocation is 
required so that the zoo will 
have the necessary room to con- 
tinue building its world-class 
property. “Support to create the 
Centre is growing,” says Mur- 
ray Johnston, a director of the 
Foundation. “The City of Scar- 
borough has earmarked 
$150,000 for the project; $3,750 
has been committed by the 
Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce, and donations of 
goods and services to help in 
the renovation project are com- 


ing forward. The Rouge Valley 
Foundation has already collect- 
ed over $30,000 in cash through 
various fundraising efforts in 
the community, schools and 
through the efforts of our busi- 
ness leaders. Our recent Mast 
Road nature walk on October 
21, for example, had nearly 180 
interested citizens come out, 
and several hundred dollars 
was collected to help support 
the project.” 


However, for all of this support, 
we still need your help. Please 
volunteer your time and skills 
to this important initiative. The 
Conservation Centre is a focal 
point that we can all be proud 
of. It represents our collective 
interest in preserving the Rouge 
as an environmental master- 
piece. To make it a reality, we 


Waterscapes “91 


need volunteer support ina 
number of key areas. 


If you think you can help, or if 
you would like more informa- 
tion, please call 291-1346 or 284- 
6409. If you prefer writing, 
please send your name, address 
and telephone number (busi- 
ness and residence), along with 
a note on your interest /skills to: 
Rouge Valley Foundation, 362 
Dyson Road, Pickering, Ontario, 
L1W 2M9. 


Every little bit counts. Your help 
can really make a difference. 
Thank you. 


Article by Bob Benson, News of 
the Rouge, December 1990, Vol. 
16, No. 3, p. 3. News of the Rouge 
is published quarterly by Save 
the Rouge Valley System. 


Plan to be in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 2 - 8 June 1991, for 
Waterscapes ‘91, the international conference, exposition and 
workshops devoted to ensuring that all aspects of water manage- 
ment contribute positively to the development of a sustainable 
environment. The conference (4 - 7 June), co-sponsored by the 
Canadian Water Resources Association, will feature speakers on 
eleven topics, including watershed planning, water quality, wa- 
terfront development, irrigation, and aboriginal water issues. 

The Business of Water (6 - 8 June), an exposition held in conjunc- 
tion with the conference, will highlight displays and demonstra- 
tions of water-related products, services and technology. 
Workshops at various locations throughout the city will promote 
active participation to enhance the educational value of the event. 


For information, contact: Mr. M. D. Osborn, General Manager, 
Waterscapes ‘91, #3—3002 Louise Street East, Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, S7J 3L8. Phone: (306) 373-9089; Fax (306) 373-6233. 
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Toronto’s East Bayfront/Port In- 
dustrial Area, a fascinating mix- 
ture of industries, storage sites, 
offices, vacant land with natural 
growth, and water, stretches 
south of Lake Shore Boulevard, 
from the Main Sewage Treat- 


Port Industrial Area, Toronto 


ment Plant at Coxwell Avenue 
to the Toronto Star building at 
Yonge Street. Much of the area 
is a forgotten side of the City, 
the storage area for gasoline to 
run our cars, oil to heat our 
homes, and the mounds and 
mounds of salt used each year 
on our roads. 


The landscape of the district is 
constantly changing. The Com- 
missioners Street Incinerator sits 
closed after community pres- 
sure provoked by concerns 
about the quality of its emis- 
sions in the air. The Hearn Gen- 
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Caution! Hazardous Materials 


erating Station, no longer pro- 
ducing electricity, is now a sort- 
ing and transfer station for 
recycled paper, metal, and plas- 
tics. A small mountain of cans 
and plastic containers sits at the 
edge of McCleary Park. 

A new aware- 
ness of the 
potential health 
hazards present- 
ed by activities 
in the East 
Bayfront /Port 
Industrial Area 
has arisen in the 
communities 
that surround 
the district: 
South River- 
dale, Kew Beach, 
Toronto Island 
and Har- 
bourfront. 
Hundreds of 
chemicals are 
used or stored in the area, in- 
cluding lead, mercury, asbestos, 
isocyanates, and benzene. Mas- 
sive tanks of toluene, gasoline, 
hexane, acetone, and methanol 
supply the petroleum industry. 
Most companies use solvents 
and many maintain a supply of 
diesel fuel. The Main Sewage 
Treatment Plant stores up to 65 
tonnes of chlorine. (Not all 
substances used or stored in the 
East Bayfront/Port Industrial 
Area are hazardous, however. 
Victory Soya Mills, for example, 
receives 500 000 tonnes of soy 
beans annually; Redpath Sugar, 


300 000 tonnes of sugar.) 


Air emissions, spills and fires 
can cause serious damage to hu- 
mans and the ecosystem. While 
it is difficult to measure health 
and environmental risks, poten- 
tial risk levels may be deter- 
mined by the quantities of 
substances used and stored, the 
methods of use, and precautions 
taken. There is no routine air 
monitoring done in the area, 
and minimal awareness about 
toxic substances discharged into 
the sewage system. 


Whether a substance is consid- 
ered dangerous has much to do 
with whether a person is direct- 
ly exposed. Toxic substances 
may enter the body through in- 
halation, skin contact, or inges- 
tion. Airborne contaminants 
enter the bloodstream through 
the lungs and permeate the 
body. Contaminants in the soil 
are absorbed by plants and veg- 
etables, potentially harming the 
people who eat them. As well, 
contaminated soil can be 
tracked into homes on shoes or 
by pets, settling with house dust 
where young children may get 
it on their hands or eat it during 
normal play. 


Industries in and near the East 
Bayfront/Port Industrial Area 
produce nearly four million 
kilograms of hazardous waste 
annually. There are 15 storage 
sites for polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs). PCBs were 
(continued on page 11) 
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The Next Generation 


Briefing the Cabinet. Talking 
with business leaders. Debat- 
ing with university students. 
Staff at the Royal Commission 
on the Future of the Toronto 
Waterfront do all this, but few 
commitments are more daunt- 
ing than making a presentation 
to elementary school students. 
My recent encounter at Hume- 
wood Public School, where I 
spoke on “Water and Water 
Quality” with the grade one 
and two students, was a delight 
and a challenge. These young- 
sters are bright. 

I was invited to speak to the 
grade twos by Sandra Wellman, 
and two other classes were 
added. With teachers Wellman, 


(Rails to Trails continued from page 8) 


Don Wainwright, and Jane 
Morningstar, the children had 
been studying a unit on the en- 
vironment for three weeks and 
it showed. The pupils asked ex- 
cellent questions and showed a 
keen interest, not only in water, 
but in all aspects of the environ- 
ment. Even photosynthesis was 
no surprise for them—they 
learned it last year. Slides of the 
early Toronto waterfront, cour- 
tesy of Michael Moir, Archivist 
for The Toronto Harbour Com- 
missioners, especially intrigued 
the children. One picture of 
washing cars in the Humber 
River brought on a lively dis- 
cussion about water uses— 
good and bad. 


During depressed economic times, trails are the perfect recreation fa- 
cility: they are accessible and economical. With lower real estate val- 
ues, municipalities can afford to purchase abandoned rail beds. 
Furthermore, volunteer organizations or local job creation programs 
can help build and maintain the trails. 


According to Harnik, Canadian rail to trail activists have an easier 
task than their American counterparts. Ownership of Canadian 
rights-of-way is divided between two organizations, Canadian 
National and Canadian Pacific. In the United States, ownership is 
fragmented among many jurisdictions. 


Three conditions are necessary for the success of a proposed trail: 
citizen activists, a responsive government agency, and a plan of ac- 
tion. Harnik suggests that partnership agreements between govern- 
ment agencies and non-governmental organizations are the best way 
to begin trail development. He recommends that the linear park sys- 
tem be funded subsequently by the province. 


Encouraged by progress made already in Ontario, Harnik foresees an 
extensive network, incorporating existing trails in the northern 
States, making the Great Lakes area an international tourist destina- 
tion. 
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Don’t pass up an invitation to 
speak with students of this age. 
It is always a thought-provok- 
ing and exciting learning expe- 
rience. Thank you Humewood 
School. The afternoon was very 


enjoyable. 
- Beverly Morley 


(Caution! continued from page 10) 
once thought to be harmless and 
were commonly used in fluids 
for heat exchange units, elec- 
tronic components, gas trans- 
mission turbines, in paints, 
printing inks and even in food 
packaging materials. Today 
PCBs are no longer manufac- 
tured because of their damaging 
effect on wildlife and human 
health. A few electrical trans- 
formers in the area still use 
PCBs. 


Ships, trains, and trucks trans- 
port goods into and out of the 
area. Some of the substances 
carried by ship include gasoline, 
toluene, xylene, rock salt, and 
tallow. Chlorine, acetone, 
methyl ethyl ketone, petroleum 
naphtha, and hexane are among 
the substances moved by rail. 
Trucks transport the majority of 
the goods for short distances 
and distribute much of the ma- 
terial brought in by ship. 


With growing interest in the 
environment, industries, gov- 
ernment agencies, and the gen- 
eral public are becoming more 
cautious about hazardous mate- 
rials. It’s a positive trend. 


-Laura Jones 
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A Healthy River is Like a Tree 


Bob Newbury , a hydrologist 
from Vancouver, describes the 
appearance of a healthy river 
system by using the analogy of a 
tree. A tree has a trunk that often 
branches into three major limbs 
which, in turn, branch respec- 
tively into three minor limbs, 
and each of these branch repeat- 
edly until thousands of twigs 
form the outer edge of the tree. 
A river follows this branching 
pattern with thousands of tiny, 
almost imperceptible, rivulets 
feeding into slightly larger 
rivulets until three large tribu- 
taries feed into the main artery 
or “trunk” of the river. While a 
tree is vertical, the river is more 
or less horizontal depending on 
the morphology of the water- 
shed. 


In his work for the Task Force 
to Bring Back the Don, Bob 
Newbury will describe the Don 
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River’s hydrology, and make 
recommendations about param- 
eters to restore the Lower Don. 
As when assessing the health of 
a tree where one must look at 
the twigs and leaves, Bob New- 
bury has studied the river as a 
whole and not simply its trunk. 
What he has discovered is that 
the upper reaches of the Don are 
healthy: many rivulets feed into 
progressively larger streams. 
The problem lies at the trunk of 
the river where many of the 
medium-sized branches have 
been trimmed away. Streams 
that once fed into the Lower 
Don from the west have been 
buried or even diverted to other 
water basins. 


A second problem facing the 
Don is the depth and width of 
its lower channelized region: it 
is as if the trunk of a much larg- 
er tree were fitted onto the Don 
River system. The Lower Don is 
three times deeper and wider 


North York is a pioneer in its work to protect and maintain natural 
areas within the municipality. Part of the success North York has 
achieved has been the result of many mutually satisfying and pro- 
ductive partnerships with citizens and organizations. Bill Granger 
of the North York Planning Department described some of these 
partnerships at the Don Regeneration meeting. Between 1980 and 
1984, North York Parks staff and the Toronto Field Naturalists made 
an inventory of significant areas, culminating in a report on natural 
areas in parks. North York works in partnership with its schools to 
plant trees and educate students about the value of natural areas. 
Partnerships with seed suppliers have been established so that natu- 
ral seed mixtures can be planted. Lastly, a “partnership” with nature 
allows ecological processes to operate freely in selected park 

areas, resulting in the regeneration of natural habitat. 


Newsletter of the Canadian Waterfront Resource Centre 


North York Parks Naturalization Program 


This special section on Don 
Watershed Regeneration was 
written by Sarah Kalff. 
Illustrations by Alexis Landon. 


than it should be. The shallow 
gradient of the Don watershed 
(its highest point is the river’s 
source, the Oak Ridges Moraine, 
and its lowest point is the river 
mouth) does not provide suffi- 
cient energy to carry the Don’s 
sediment load into Lake On- 
tario. Instead, where the river is 
artificially enlarged, water flow 
slows, and sediment material 
drops in the Keating Channel. 
Before human interference, the 
gentle gradient resulted in a 
highly productive marsh (Ash- 
bridge’s Bay) at the river’s 
mouth which teemed with fish, 
birds and mammals. 


Today, however, sediment is re- 
moved through energy-intensive 
dredging. Restoration of the riv- 
er could include re-establishing 
marshes and ponds throughout 
the length of the Don. 


————S 
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Habitat Rehabilitation 


Jack Imhoff, an aquatic biologist 
with the Ministry of Natural Re- 
sources, described regeneration 
work he is doing in partnership 
with the Ontario Science Centre 
and conservation groups like 
Trout Unlimited. This project on 
a portion of the Don River near 
the Ontario Science Centre in- 
volves restoring the geomor- 
phology of the river by 
recreating the riffles and pools 


(Don Watershed continued from page 1) 
about the provincial govern- 
ment's commitment to the regen- 
eration of the Don River. Craig 
Mather, Director of the Water 
Resource Division of the 
Metropolitan Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority (MTR- 
CA), described regeneration ini- 
tiatives within other watersheds. 


During the second half of the 
meeting, panelists outlined their 
specific initiatives to promote the 
health of the Don. On pages 12 
through 15 of this Newsletter, 
short articles highlight the panel 
presentation. In the open discus- 
sion that followed, the lively ex- 
change of ideas demonstrated the 
energy and concern that 

exists for the future of the Don, 
from the headwaters to the 
harbour. 
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necessary for many aquatic ani- 
mals and plants. Renaturaliza- 
tion has also included enhancing 
and reconnecting remnants of 
the pre-existing wetlands to the 
river and the valley. Displays at 
the Ontario Science Centre help 
to develop public participation 
in this regeneration project. 

Jack Imhoff observed that nature 
is not static and that what we 
see around us is not fixed. Fortu- 


nately, this means that problems 
like the degradation of the Don’s 
natural flow path can be man- 
aged by resculpting the land to 
improve our natural heritage. 
He also pointed out that a 
stream is as healthy as the valley 
through which it flows; plants 
and animals will return to our 
semi-natural areas only when 
the water and the land are 
healthy. 


Toronto Field Naturalists 


The Toronto Field Naturalists (TFN), represented by Helen Juhola at 
the Don Watershed Regeneration meeting, has written widely about 
Toronto area ravines and wildlife. The group’s extensive use of the 
ravines allows them to act as watchdogs for the Don River. TFN 
members’ commitment to Toronto’s natural heritage is demonstrated 
by their knowledge of the Don, and their willingness to lobby on the 


‘river’s behalf. 


Helen Juhola described both positive and negative conditions in the 
Don Watershed. Innovations include Ontario Hydro’s announce- 
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ment that it will stop using herbicides in ravines, and the purchase of 
more valley lands by the Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conser- 
vation Authority. Also, the City of Toronto has begun a program to 
restore the ravines, using native plants. Detrimental practices include 
the continued planting of jack pine and white spruce, species foreign 
to the area. As well, road salt is still stored at the Don River’s edge 
and herbicides continue to be used by Toronto and other municipali- 
ties in and near the ravines. Finally, the decision by North York Hy- 
dro to sell a large parcel of land in Burke Ravine threatens with 
destruction yet another semi-natural area. 


East York Environmental Committee 


A member of the recently created East York Environmental Commit- 
tee, Paula Davies briefed Don River Regeneration meeting partici- 
pants about the committee’s activities. Four subcommittees have 
been set up to deal with litter and illegal dumping, the use of herbi- 
cides and pesticides, trees and green space, and potential develop- 
ment in Burke Ravine. The committee has approved Remedial Action 
Plan (RAP) goals, and is reviewing pesticide use in the ravines. 
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Institute for 
Environmental 
Studies 


Dr. Henry Regier’s extensive 
knowledge of the Don River’s 
biophysical nature follows 
from his work at University of 
Toronto’s Institute for Environ- 
mental Studies. He and his stu- 
dents have researched topics 
related to the Don, including 
its fish community, water qual- 
ity, and structural changes. 
One of Dr. Regier’s students is 
now comparing water quality 
data collected 50 years ago 
with current data. 


Dr. Regier noted that, of the 
five major rivers in the Greater 
Toronto Bioregion, the Don 
River is most degraded. Much 
of this degradation has oc- 
curred over the last 40 years. 
In the 1950s, for example, the 
river was cool enough to sup- 
port trout, whereas today one 
must go as far north as Rich- 
mond Hill to find trout. Water 
quality has changed over time 
at different points along the 
river. Net improvement in wa- 
ter quality has occurred where 
storm sewers have been di- 
verted to trunk sewers and be- 
low newly-created 
conservation areas. Water 
quality is generally degraded 
where the city has spread out 
across the landscape. Dr. Regi- 
er concluded that, despite the 
magnitude of these problems, 
it should be possible to restore 
the Don River. 
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Save the Oak Ridges 


Moraine Coalition 


Save the Oak Ridges Moraine Coalition 
(STORM), represented at the 28 
November meeting by Dorothy Izzard, 
works to protect the Oak Ridges 
Moraine, one of the Don’s major water 
sources. STORM, created in October 
1989, has fought for the moraine in two 
ways: first, through education, making 
the public aware and expanding 
STORM members’ understanding of 
the issues; and second, through advo- 
cacy. Their advocacy campaign has included discussion with provin- 
cial candidates and with elected officials. STORM is pleased with 
Watershed’s strong commitment to the Moraine. 


Dorothy Izzard gave STORM ’s support to any efforts to restore the 
Don River. She cautioned, however, that thoughtful planning 

is needed at this stage to achieve long-term progress in the Don 
Watershed. 


York Region Friends of the Don 


Restoring the Don involves three major tasks, according to Michael 
White, representative of the York Region Friends of the Don. First, 
we must conserve and protect the natural regions still remaining in 
the Don Watershed. Second, we must concentrate on land and head- 
waters in such areas as Vaughan, Richmond Hill and Clear Creek, 
that are undergoing change and are consequently vulnerable to 
degradation. Optimistic that environmental standards will improve 
with time, the third task that Michael White envisions is the rethink- 
ing of past land-use decisions in order to meet the new environmen- 
tal standards. The decision to place the Keele Valley Dump in the 
Don River Valley, for example, must be re-evaluated. 


Michael White also discussed findings and initiatives made in Mary- 
land with regard to Chesapeake Bay. There, it was discovered that 
when hard surfaces cover more than ten per cent of the watershed, 
stream biodiversity begins to decline. As well, researchers estimate 
that after a major change in land use within a watershed, a stream 
takes approximately 50 years to restabilize itself. In order to develop 
stewardship and public input, groups concerned with the health of 
Chesapeake Bay organize waterfront walks for citizens. 


Although the tasks ahead are enormous, Michael White believes that, 
with co-ordination among concerned groups, the Don River can be 
restored. 
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“Talk to the river and the river talks to you.” 


- Charles Sauriol 


Charles Sauriol was born on the 
banks of the Don River, but his 
connection to the river goes 
back even further to 1885, when 
his father worked to dredge the 
Don. The Don River has been 
Sauriol’s companion since boy- 
hood: “You love the place that 
has been good to you. With no 
money or place to go, the Don 
River was an outdoors museum 
... always a place to turn to.” 


al 


Charles Sauriol 


During his Scout days, Sauriol 
spent happy nights camping be- 
side the Don, but recalls more 
recent history when the river 
system was “fair game” for all. 
Dense smoke sometimes filled 
the ravines from grass fires lit 
for pleasure or for what Sauriol 
calls “fictitious fertilization”. 
Horses and cows pastured the 


river valleys, cropping vegeta- 
tion to a minimum. In October 
1954, Hurricane Hazel brought 
disaster to the Don Valley and 
its residents with massive flood- 
ing, erosion and loss of life. 
Ironically, the occasion of the 
hurricane was a turning point 
for the Don Valley, as construc- 
tion on the floodplain was 
thereafter prohibited by law. 


After leaving the publishing in- 


weg dustry to pursue his conser- 


vation interests, Sauriol 
joined forces with the 
Metropolitan Toronto and 
Region Conservation Au- 
thority (MTRCA) in its bid 
to conserve the Don Valley 
system. With half a million 
dollars annually, Sauriol 
slowly acquired lands adja- 
cent to the Don. These lands 
now comprise one of the 
world’s most impressive 
green belts within a large 
urban environment. 


Today, Sauriol is still enthu- 
siastic about his river. Com- 
paring old photos to 
today’s picture, he sees the 
valleys improving. The 
grass fires and pastures are 
gone, replaced by new veg- 
etation and developing 
wildlife habitat. Sauriol has 
many suggestions for further 
improvement of the Don Water- 
shed, such as rehabilitating ar- 
eas through reforestration, 
recreating a river mouth by cut- 
ting a new channel into the Ship 
Turning Basin, and “getting the 
people who live alongside the 
Don to live in harmony with the 
river”. He stresses the impor- 
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tance of a public voice which 
champions the river’s needs 
and future. Sauriol is optimistic 
about the Don River and its po- 
tential for conservation, educa- 
tion and recreation. As he says: 
“we must forget what the Don 
was and get into what we can 
make of it”. 


Black Creek Project 


John Maher’s experience with 
river regeneration comes from 
his Black Creek Project work on 
the Black Creek, a tributary of 
the Humber River. Established 
in 1982, the Black Creek Project 
quickly realized that any efforts 
at river rehabilitation had to in- 
clude an understanding of con- 
ditions upstream. It also meant 
looking at how a city works, in 
order to appreciate problems 
associated with access, wildlife 
habitat, safety, and aesthetics. 


John Maher sees citizen groups 
as a good vehicle for change 
because they can act in partner- 
ship with each other and with 
governments. Citizen groups 
can also act politically, by lob- 
bying and, legally, by appeal- 
ing to the Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB). Maher advised 
Don River Regeneration meet- 
ing participants to maintain a 
vision and not to be con- 
strained by short-term realities. 
After all, he said, it has taken 
us 100 years to create the prob- 
lems in the Don Watershed, 
and we may need another 50 
years to deal effectively with 
them. 
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Phase II of the Environmental Audit of Toronto’s 
East Bayfront and Port Industrial Area 


The Environmental Audit of 
Toronto’s East Bayfront and 
Port Industrial Area is drawing 
to a close. You may remember 
that the Royal Commission 
published a report, Environment 
in Transition, on the first phase 
of this work last spring. This re- 
port was used as one of the 
background documents for the 
May public hearings on Envi- 
ronment and Health. The final 
report, Pathways: Towards an 
Ecosystem Approach, will be pub- 
lished early in 1991, in prepara- 
tion for further public 
consultations. 


Over the past year, the environ- 
mental audit has benefitted 
from the expertise and energy 
of close to 100 participants on 
the steering committee and 
work groups. They include rep- 
resentatives from the 

federal, provincial, Metropoli- 
tan Toronto and City of Toronto 
governments, the Metropolitan 
Toronto and Region Conserva- 
tion Authority, the Labour 
Council of Metropolitan Toron- 
to and York Region, the Toronto 
Harbour Commissioners, the 
Toronto Historical Board, the 
South East Toronto Industrial 
Awareness Organization and a 
number of environmental and 
residents’ groups. 


Audit research and analysis has 
covered many aspects of the 
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ecosystem: air, soils and 
groundwater, surface waters 
and sediments, natural heritage, 
industrial heritage, hazardous 
materials and quality of life. It 
has explored the following 
questions: 


what are the environmental 
conditions in the area? 


what are the implications of 
the environmental conditions 
for the health of the ecosys- 
tem, including human health? 


¢ how are human activities af- 
fecting the various compo- 
nents of the ecosystem (air, 
land, water and wildlife)? 


what relationships exist be- 
tween the environment of 
the study area and that out- 
side it (the City of Toronto, 
the Don Valley Watershed, 
the Greater Toronto Biore- 
gion, the Great Lakes Basin)? 


¢ what measures are necessary 
to achieve greater ecosystem 
integrity and to protect and 
restore beneficial uses? 


The results of this analysis have 
suggested a series of actions 
that can be taken to restore 
ecosystem integrity in the East 
Bayfront and Port Industrial 
Area. They include remedial 
(continued on page 17) 


Newsletter of the Canadian Waterfront Resource Centre BalS20 


(Audit continued from page 16) 
and enhancement 
programs to: clean up 
contaminated air, land 
and water; protect and 
increase wildlife 
diversity; improve habitat 
connections; and maintain 
industrial heritage. 


“The Government of Canada has participated in the environmental 
audit of the Port Industrial Lands in the City of Toronto now being co- 
ordinated by the Royal Commission on the Future of the Toronto 
Waterfront. The Government of Canada sees this multi-governmental 
partnership as a model of the way in which it can work with other 
levels of government to achieve common objectives through the 


application of an ecosystem approach. Canada’s participation in 
Phase II of this audit may serve to demonstrate how federal lands and 
jurisdiction can be used in partnership with other levels of 
government to deal with the problems of our urban waterfronts.” 


The next step will be to 
bring these opportunities 
into the planning process 


for the future of the area, 
Canada’s Green Plan for a Healthy 


together with economic, 
social and policy consid- 
erations. 


- Suzanne Barrett 


Environment, 1990, p. 32. 


Upcoming Conferences 


21 - 25 January 1991: Winter 
Cities Forum “91: A Conference on 
Sustainable Development for Win- 
ter Cities and Communities will 
take place in Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ontario. For more information, 
contact Winter Cities Forum 
‘91, 360 Great Northern Road, 
P.O. Box 787, Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ontario, P6A 5N3, (705) 
945-9986. 


6 - 8 February 1991: in Hamil- 
ton, the Ontario Recreation So- 
ciety, a professional 
development organization with 
over 700 members who work in 
the recreation field, hosts its an- 
nual conference. This year’s 
conference, Coming of Age, is 
open to Society members and 
non-members. Contact the On- 
tario Recreation Society, 1220 
Sheppard Avenue East, North 


York, Ontario, M2K 2X1, (416) 
495-4101. 


On22 Februanyl99 le rent Uni- 
versity and the Ontario Trails 
Council invite you to Greenways 
and Green Space on the Oak 
Ridges Moraine: Towards 
Co-operative Planning, a first 
step towards a proactive and 
comprehensive planning effort 
for the future of the Oak Ridges 
Moraine. Registrations may ex- 
ceed available space, so contact 
Fred Seeman, Geography De- 
partment, Trent University, 
Peterborough, Ontario, 

K9J 7B8, (416) 294-4660, soon. 


23 - 25 May 1991: the Intergov- 
ernmental Committee on Urban 
and Regional Research (ICURR) 
will be holding its first annual 
conference. The theme of the 
Montreal conference is Urban 
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Growth Management in the 
Nineties. Discussions will focus 
on four topics: the rural urban 
fringe, the municipal financial 
framework, protecting the ur- 
ban environment, and the insti- 
tutional context. Contact 
Suzanne Trépanier, [CURR 
Conference 91, 96 Clancy Drive, 
North York, Ontario, M2] 2V8, 
(416) 498-1595. 


Quality of Life and Housing is 
this year’s theme at the annual 
conference of the Canadian 
Housing and Renewal Associa- 
tion (CHRA) to be held 30 May 
- 1 June 1991 in Saint John, New 
Brunswick. For information, 
contact the Canadian Housing 
and Renewal Association, 304- 
51 Laurier Avenue West, Ot- 
tawa, Ontario, K1P 5J6, (613) 
594-3007 or fax (613) 594-9596. 
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Ecologistics Limited. Alternative 
Uses of Abandoned Railway 
Rights-of-Way: an Overview. 
Ontario. Interministerial Coor- 
dinating Committee on Alter- 
native Uses of Abandoned 
Railway Rights-of-Way, 
November 1990 

(835-390 09) 713219) 


Antwerp: the City and the River. 
International Congress 19-21 
September, 1990 in Antwerp, 
(307.76 09 493 222 A636) 


Rowan Williams Davis & Irwin 
Inc. Ataratiri Air Quality Study. 

Toronto (Ont.). Housing Dept., 
31 August, 1990 

(363.739 2 09 713 541 R877) 


The Kirkland Partnership Inc., 
Toronto (Ont.). Housing Dept. 
Ataratiri Site Plan. The Kirkland 
Partnership Inc., Toronto (Ont.). 
Housing Dept. December 1990 
(711.58 09 713 541 K59) 


This Common Inheritance: a Sum- 
mary of the White Paper on the 
Environment. Great Britain. 
Dept. of the Environment, 
September 1990 

(333.7 09 42 C734) 


An Ecosystem Approach to the In- 
tegrity of the Great Lakes in Tur- 
bulent Times: Proceedings of a 
1988 Conference Supported by the 


18 January 199] 


Great Lakes Fishery Commission 
and the Science Advisory Board of 
the International Joint Commis- 
sion. Great Lakes Fishery 
Commission, July 1990 
(333.916 3 09 713 E26) 


Hiss, Tony. Experience of Place. 
Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. 1990 
(155.9 H673) 


Berg, Peter, Beryl Magilavy, 
Seth Zuckerman. A Green City 
Program for San Francisco Bay 
Area Cities and Towns. Planet 
Drum Books, 1989 

(307.3 09 794 6 B493) 


McKeough, William Darcy. 
Harbourfront: Report to the 
Honourable Elmer MacKay. 
Canada. Public Works Canada 
(351.863 713 541 H255) 


The Legal Challenge of Sustainable 
Development: Essays from the 
Fourth Institute Conference on 
Natural Resources Law. The 
Canadian Institute of Resources 
Law, 1990 

(363.7 L496) 


Ontario. Ministry of the Envi- 
ronment. Towards Improving the 
Environmental Assessment Pro- 
gram in Ontario. Ontario. Min- 
istry of the Environment, 
December 1990 

(J516G2322 097135 Zo 2) 
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Recently Received by the Canadian 
Waterfront Resource Centre 


Muldoon, Paul. Turning off the 
Tap: Water Conservation Law in 
Ontario, with Emphasis on the 
Municipal Level. Canadian Insti- 
tute for Environmental Law 
and Policy, July 1990 

(343.092 09 713 M954) 


Fortin, M., Mitchell, B., Ecolo- 
gistics Ltd., University of Wa- 
terloo. Dept. of Geography. 
Water and Wastewater Charges 
for Ontario: the User Pay Princi- 
ple. Ontario Sewer and Water- 
main Contractors Association, 
October 1990 

(352.61 09 713 F742) 


Porritt, Jonathon. Where On 
Earth Are We Going? BBC Books, 
1990 

(333.7 P838) 


The Canadian Waterfront 
Resource Centre is located in 
the offices of the Royal Com- 
mission on the Future of the 
Toronto Waterfront, 5th Floor, 
207 Queen’s Quay West, 
Toronto. The public is wel- 
come to visit between 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m., Monday to Fri- 
day, or by appointment. Tele- 
phone inquiries may be made 
to Janet Hollingsworth at 
(416) 973-7185. 
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A Star is Berthed 


She was ready, willing, and 
very able. Years of volunteer 
love and care paid off on 30 Au- 
gust 1990, when the great “Grey 
Lady” of Toronto’s waterfront 
became a national historic mon- 
ument. Members of the original 
crew were present to celebrate 
the Canadian Navy’s last sur- 
viving Tribal Class Destroyer, 
HMCS Haida. 


Built at Newcastle, England, in 
1942, HMCS Haida saw heavy 
action with both the Australian 
and British navies, helping to 
sink 14 enemy vessels and keep- 
ing a clear English Channel for 
the Normandy invasion. She 
also served on the remote Mur- 
mansk run, which many of her 
crew remember more for the 
hazardous frigid weather than 
for the battles. 


HMCS Haida was recommis- 
sioned in 1952, to serve with the 
United Nations forces in Korea, 


(Progress continued from page 8) 

On 18 December 1990, represen- 
tatives of trails’, naturalists’, 
and residentss’ associations met 
with Royal Commission staff to 
express their support for creat- 
ing the Waterfront Trail. These 
groups included Hike Ontario 
and the Ontario Trails Council, 
as well as the Toronto Hiking 
Club, Bruce Trail Association, 
Toronto Bruce Trail Club, Iro- 
quoia Bruce Trail Club, Toronto 


See tN 
So i 


ee ee 


is permanently berthed near Ontario Place, Toronto 


HMCS Haida 
participating in blockades and 
heavy shore manoeuvres. 


In 1971, the destroyer was per- 
manently berthed at Ontario 
Place, where enthusiastic volun- 
teers and working cadets have 
painstakingly maintained and 
preserved her. In the summer, 


Field Naturalists, Friends of the 
Spit, and Kew Beach Residents’ 
Association. 


Among other topics, partici- 
pants discussed characteristics 
peculiar to an urban trail, possi- 
ble Waterfront Trail uses, and 
the trail’s potential for stimulat- 
ing a sense of community stew- 
ardship. An ad hoc committee 
will meet in January 1991 to 
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you can do your own navigat- 
ing aboard HMCS Haida by fol- 
lowing a brochure, while large 
groups can arrange for tours. 
The Friends of the Haida (416- 
965-6331) are looking for eager, 
interested volunteers to help 
keep this historic monument 
shipshape. 


- Anne Dixon 


work towards creating a Water- 
front Trail membership associa- 
tion. 


If you have any questions or 
suggestions regarding the Wa- 
terfront Trail, please contact 
Charity Landon, Assistant to 
the Executive Director, Royal 
Commission on the Future of 
the Toronto Waterfront, Box 
4111, Station A, Toronto, On- 
tario, M5W 2V4, (416) 973-7185. 
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Notice to our Readers 


The Royal Commission has re- 
ceived many compliments on 
the pictures in its Watershed re- 
port, and we’d like you to help 
us make our final report—due 
in summer 1991—even better. 


We are now looking for pho- 

| tographs which illustrate both 
the beauty and problems in the 
Greater Toronto Area. 


We will accept slides or prints, 
black/white or colour. Please 
send a covering letter, indicat- 


Staff Changes 


The Royal Commission wel- 
comes new staff members, Alice 
LeBlanc, Irene Rota, and Grace 
Chang. Alice is Secretary to 
David Carter, Director of Spe- 
cial Projects, and to Beverly 
Morley, Director of Community 
Relations. As Publications 
Clerk, Irene helps to prepare 
our publications for publishing 
and co-ordinates their distribu- 
tion. Grace, who is doing her 
Masters of Library Science at 
the University of Toronto, 


ing the number of photographs 
you are submitting. Each slide 
or print must be dated and la- 
belled with location where tak- 
en and your name. For your 
protection, please submit slides 
in plastic sheets. We will return 
all work, but no responsibility 
can be accepted for unlabelled 
work, or slides not submitted in 
sheets. All photos must have 
been taken within the Greater 
Toronto Area. 


works part-time cataloguing 
new publications for the Cana- 
dian Waterfront Resource 
Centre. 


Shane Foreman, formerly Direc- 
tor of Port Studies for the Com- 
mission, is now Executive As- 
sistant to the President of Ports 
Canada Corporation. Monica 
Morrison, who as Librarian and 
Head of Registry, established 
the Canadian Waterfront 
Resource Centre and this 


Rf0 About the Newsletter 


The Newsletter is a publication 
of the Canadian Waterfront 
Resource Centre, the research 
and education arm of the Royal 
Commission on the Future of 
the Toronto Waterfront: Box 
4111, Station A, Toronto, Ont., 
M5W 2V4, (416) 973-7185. 
Thanks for assistance in the 
production of this issue to 
Suzanne Barrett, Ginette 
Bellefeuille, David Carter, 
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Anne Dixon, Ron Doering, 
Noreen Dunphy, Jim Hodgins, 
Janet Hollingsworth, Laura 
Jones, Sarah Kalff, Marlaine 
Koehler, Beverly Morley, Monica 
Morrison, Irene Rota, Chris 
Thornton, and Debbie Williams. 
Thanks also to Ontario Place 
Corporation, Suzanne Barrett, 
Laura Jones, Alexis Landon, and 
Charles Sauriol for illustrations 
provided. 


Every person submitting will 
receive a free poster. For each 
picture we use, you will receive 
$25 and appropriate credit. 
Please send only your best 
work. 


Forward slides or prints to 
Charity Landon, Royal Com- 
mission on the Future of the 
Toronto Waterfront, Box 4111, 
Station A, Toronto, Ontario, 
M5W 2V4, (416) 973-7185. 


Newsletter, has left the Commis- 
sion to travel. Andrea Short, 
Publications Co-ordinator, saw 
the Commission through the 
growing pangs of its publica- 
tions program—keeping au- 
thors, editors and desktop 
publishers on schedule—and 

is NOW pursuing a career in 
physical education. 


We welcome our new staff and 
offer our best wishes to those 
leaving. 


Editor: Charity Landon 
Design and Desktop Publishing: 
Jennifer Young 


Quotation with appropriate 
credit is encouraged. 
OS This newsletter 


is printed on 
recycled paper. 
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